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1. Introduction 

 

To access your personal homepage which was given to you before the migration of all IT services to the central IT 
department, the below instructions will help you do so.  

2. Via WinSCP on a Windows platform 

Go to https://winscp.net/eng/download.php 
and click on Portable executables. The download 
will start shortly. Open winscp576.zip with a zip 
file manager (like 7-zip). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on WinSCP.exe and Extract the file to a 
folder  of choice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Open the program WinSCP.exe and enter the 
following information: 

 Host name: sftp.data.vu.nl 

 User name: <Your VUnet ID> 

 Password: <Your password> 

Click Advanced... 
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Click on Connection and change the 
Server response timeout to 120 seconds.  

Click Ok to confirm these advanced 
settings and click Login to login to the file 
server. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following warning might appear,  Click 
Yes to continue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When the connection is successful for the 
first time, the Authentication Banner will 
show up. It’s optional to check the box 
Never show this banner again. Click 
Continue. 
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On the right side of the program, you see your 
files. Click on Open directory/bookmark (or use 
Ctrl + O). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enter the following path: 

 For your personal homepage: 

o /mnt/personal/few/<YourFormerF
EW_FALWLoginName> 

o /mnt/personal/falw/<YourFormerF
EW_FALWLoginName> 

 For your group homepage: 

o /mnt/group/<YourGroupSite> 

Click Ok to continue. 

 

 

Start editing index.htm by double clicking the 
file in WinSCP. If there is no index.htm, make a 
text file and save this under the name 
index.htm. 

 

 

Go to  

 http://www.few.vu.nl/~YourFormerFE
W_FALWLoginName>/  

 http://www.falw.vu/~YourFormerFEW
_FALWLoginName>/  

to see the results. 



User Manual  ◊ Access FEW and FALW websites  ◊  November 2015 
 

Information Technology ◊ VU University Amsterdam   4 

3. Via Webdrive 

Start Webdrive from the start menu. Add a new 
connection by clicking New and click SFTP and 
then click on Next. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the next page enter the following information:  

 Url / Address: sftp.data.vu.nl 
 Username:  <Your VUnet-ID> 
 Password:  <Your password> 

 
Next, press Advanced Settings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Click on Connection Settings and type for the 
Command timeout (seconds): 120. 
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Click on SFTP Settings and type the following 
path in the Root Directory section: 
 

 For your personal homepage: 

o /mnt/personal/few/<YourFormerFE
W_FALWLoginName> 

o /mnt/personal/falw/<YourFormerFE
W_FALWLoginName> 

 For your group homepage: 

o /mnt/group/<YourGroupSite> 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the bottom left click on the tab “Basic Cache 
Settings”. Perform the following steps (in order): 

1. Turn off the checkbox inherit global settings 

2. Set the Cache Mode to Custom 

3. Check all checkboxes such that they are all 
checked. The number values can remain at their 
default value. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



User Manual  ◊ Access FEW and FALW websites  ◊  November 2015 
 

Information Technology ◊ VU University Amsterdam   6 

Next press Ok and then press Next. 

On the next screen you can choose a name for 
the connection, such as “FEW/FALW website”. 
Next, pick an unused drive letter to which the 
connection will be linked. If you wish to 
automatically connect when you log in to your 
computer, check the checkbox Connect at 
login/startup.  

Finally, press Finish. 

Webdrive is now setup to connect to your 
FEW/FALW website file. 

 

 

 

 

Go to Windows Explorer and go to your 
chosen path. Start editing index.htm by 
double clicking. If there is no index.htm, 
make a text file and save this under the 
name index.htm. 

 

Go to 

 http://www.few.vu.nl/~YourForme
rFEW_FALWLoginName>/  

 http://www.falw.vu/~YourFormerF
EW_FALWLoginName>/  

to see the results. 


